Functional breast imaging using the single photon technique.
Early diagnosis of carcinoma of the breast is currently attempted by mammography and physical examination which together have a sensitivity of 85%. Mammography has a positive predictive value of only 15 to 40 percent. The usefulness of scintimammography for the detection of carcinoma of the breast has been studied which demonstrated improved specificity compared to conventional mammography. In future, with the development or dedicated breast imager and new targeted radiopharmaceuticals, we can achieve detection of smaller than 1 cm carcinoma. This type of imaging enables us to detect cancer at its 'pre-anatomic' stage.